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Being ConsiperaTions on the State of the Briti/h Trade ; | 


particularly 


upon jult Authorities , faithfully Colle&ed from Authentick Papers ; and 
now made Publick for General Information. , ae 


-.. 


as it refpets Holland, Flanders, and the Dutch Barrier; the 
‘Trade to and from France, the Trade to, Portugal, Spain, and the WeSt- & 
Indies, and the Fifheries of Newfound-Land, and Nova Scotia: With othér | 
Matters and Advantages accruing to Great Britain by the Treaties of Peace 
and Commerce, lately concluded at Virechi.. ‘The whole being 
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A General Introduttion to the Work. 


The general Opinion, That England lofes by the Trade with France grown very Popular. 
That Opinion confuted, by the Evidence of King William and Queen Mary. hate 
Farther expofed, by looking back to the State of Trade from the Year 1660. to the Revolution: 
A Scheme of the French Duties, as they were and as they are to be by the prefent Treaty. 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


HE Title of this Paper is an Index of its 
: Contents, fupplies the room of an Introdu- 


&tion, and defcribes the Reafon.and.Defign 
of its Publication. | 5 

Mifreprefentations of Publick Affairs are fo much the 
Refuge of our Enemies, and have been fo fuccefsful in 
eg | upon our own People, that Juftice, requires 
the firft thould be detested, and Compatffion requires the 
iaft fhould be undeceived. ) 

Her Majefty requires no other Vindication in all the 
great Actions of Her glorious Reign, than what the 
truth of Faé will naturally form in the Minds of all 
Her People: But it mutt follew then, that this Truth 
be fet fo clear and open in their View, that no falfe 
Notions and Mifconfiructions of things may prepoffefs 
their. Underftandings, or prejudice their Judgment. . © 

To this purpofe, all the Arguments ufed without- 
doors have appear’d infufficient; and our Difputes be- 
ing managed by the Interefts and Paffions of Men, have 
rather ferv’d to perplex thofe things which were clear, 
than to inform, and explain to the People thofe things 
which were difficult; a Practice which Fob very well calls 
Darkning Gouncil by Words without partir. oe 

Nothing can difperfe the Vapours exhal’d by thefe 
Fermentations of the State, but placing things in our 
View as they really are, and fetting Truth in the Light, 
back’d by juft Authorities and authentick Teftimony, 
according to our Title, and then Reafoning coolly there- 
on; that Men may judge for themfelves, and know, 
who tt 4 would Inftruét, and who Deceive them. 

_ Her Majefty’s fingle and fincere Intentions in all the 
late Negotiations, as well of Peace as of Commerce, 
have been to fettle and fecure the Happinefs and Pro- 
{perity of Her Subje&ts: This has not only been the Rule 
of her Councils, and the Meafure of her Actions, but 
her Agents and Minifters have the Happinefs to have 
fo nell sandinad her Orders, that the Succefs anfwers be- 
yond Expestation, and in a Manner which is very agree- 
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able to all that delight in their Country’s a | 

Not 4 Negotiation:entred into, Notian le coed, ‘ 
but carries with it the Demonfirarion of its eing calcus,.. 
lated for the Publick Good, and. capable fs 
coming up to.what it pretendsto. 

If this is not fo fully underftood by the Common | 
People, or if any deéfigning Men put falfe Glofles and 
wrong Contftruétions upon tHings, to prevent the gene- | 
ral Satisfaction, and difappoint thofe Hopes,which would | 
otherwife naturally flow from a Tranfadiion fo eminent- 
ly capable of making us all happy; the Misforrune, and 
al] the unhappy Confequences of it, are Our Own, | 

Thefe falfe Glofles and Mifconftruttions, as far as they 
relate to Trade, are {0 eafily removed by a plain Recital 9" 
of Faét, that there will be very little more to do in thefe - 
Papers, for the detecting and ex of what is not true, 
than to let the World know what # ; and therefore no 
Arts, no Shifts, no: Circumlocution, will be neceffary 
liere either to introduce or carry on the Defign. 

The opening a Trade Wi Ritace, as it appears 
ded jor in the Treaty of Commerce now made publi i f 
what moft Peoples Thoughts are eniploy’ t, may | 
be the firft thing to be laid before us in thefe Papers.’ 

But we have an Enemy to Gombat at the Entry into < 
this Work, which, if common Fame was to be liftned 
to, appears very formidable ; viz. a Notion or Opinion, 
which has been too generally received, That the Trade 
Ens has always been carvied on to the Difadwantage 
of England. 

This Opinion, however falfe, has’ funk fo deep into . 
the Minds of our Peuple, and is fo riveted there by the 
sy a of Time, that we muft expeét they»will fart, and. 
be furprifed at the firft Offer made to contradi@t it. In- — 
deed it muft be acknowledged to be fomething wonder- } 
ful, that a Nation, who drives the greateft Trade in the’ ,} 
World, as this Nation certainly does, fhould be fo very | 
ignorant of their real fhare in one of the moft confides 


rable Branches of that. Trade, as not rightly to know, © 
whether they Get of Tote by, and this for fo l 4 


time too. 
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ut 45 this is a Rrong Enemy, fo ir muft be dealt with 


= > 
Koay B 
xs na forcible manner; and therefore Argument and Per- 


fwafions thall not be % much made ufe of hhere, as De- 


monftrations , s ‘of Faé&, authentick Vouchers, 
ekar Dog and fuch like isrefiftible Weapons, 
which vulgar Errors, or Prejudices of Opinion 


muft fubmit'to. ‘Less 
Being furnifhed thus with fufficient Materials both to 
prove, what fhall’be here:advat 





The Me Trade between England and France not only 
--. MAY BE, but always HAS BEEN, 4 Beneficial 
| Trade to this Nation. , 


Ic is difficult (efpecially when things fo repugnant to 
common Goition ate vancd) to avoid the Cavils of 


- tiofe Men,who either do not believe, or who would 
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not believe it: But to efcape, as much as can be, the 

iving that snisecallatgT fouble to’any of our Weekly 
Writers, all Ambiguities of Expreflion fhall be ftudioufly 
avoided here: And therefore if the Words above appear 
too general, the following Explicarions may fupply. Viz. 

1. The Trade from England to France, notwithftanding 
the feveral Tariffs, and additional Cuftoms and Prohibi- 
tions laid on our Goods by the French, has always been 
carried 6n to the Gain and Advantage of England. 

2. Take a Medium of any three Years for above forty 
Years paft, and calculate the Exporis and Imports to 
and from France, and it fhall appear, the Ballance of 
Trade was always on the Englifi fide; to the Lofs and 
Difadvantage of the French, 

If Words could be thought of to make this plainer, 
it fhould be plainer expreis‘d. 

The next thing is the Evidence: For the Weight of 
which; this Paper is an Appeal to the World. Firft 


let us call perfonal Evidence, and then proceed to Evi- 
dence of Faét, Our Perfonal Evidence will be very 


1¢ee!l. 


got no lefs than two Kings and a 
T , has tacitly 


King of France, in the firft ple 


8 
fown't ir, by raifing his Cuftoms, and laying Prohibiti- 
os upon our Trade,to put a Check to thie Import of - 








our , that his own Subjects might nor be impo- 
verithd;.and England enrich’d at theit Expence. 
The Government of England, in the next place, have 


injurious to the Englifh Nation, and done to their Pre- 


ee complain’d of thefe Interruptions of Trade, as 


. judice. 
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For Proof of this, take the Words of the Declaration 
of War againft France 1 William and Mary, (which is 
the firft Rathority to be quoted in this Feiet) where 
tho’ there feems to be fome Contradiction in the Argu- 
mienity yet the Words confirm the thing now propofed, 
viz. That the Trade from England to France was to the 
Advantage of England. One Reafon why we declare 
War againft the French King, is there founded upon his 
Burthening and Interrupting our Trade to France : The 
Words are thefe ; Forbidding the Insportation of 4 great 
part of the Produét and Mankfatlures of onr Kingdom, and 
Jepiling Exorbitant Cuftoms upon the reff, are fufficient 
Evidences of bis Dilan to defiroy the Trade, on which the 
Wealth and Safety of this Nation fo much depends. Vide 
Declar. of War, 1689. . 

Ir will hardly be allow’d, that the late King would have 
madeé'this a Reafon for declaring War againft France, if 
he had believed,that the Trade carried on with France 
had been (as has been reported) carried on at more than 
a Million Sterling per Ann. to the Lofs of this Nation. 
It will as hardly obtain, that the French King would be 
the Agereffor in Interrupting a iach which his 
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own Beo le were Gainers from the Englifb at more 
than a Million Sterling per Ann. The contrary, ra- 
ther, is frorigly implied ; viz. That the King of Eng- 
land efteemed the Interruption of the Commerce with 
France an Injury and a Lofs to England, and therefore 


|, a3. avell as to expofe, 


-our Englifh Manufactures by that Tariff, an 


refented it; and the Freach King efteemed the Trade 
from England a Lofs to his own Subjects in general, and 
therefore loaded jt with Duties and Cuftoms, and inter- 
rupted it with Prohibitions. 

Tho’ this Reafoning, ‘tis hop’d, is clear and juft, yet 
the Reader fhall not be defir'd to yield to the Force of 
a fingle Argument ; and therefore to make it effectually 
convincing, and at the fame time Conform to the Title 
and Engagement above-mentioned, it will be ggceflary 
to enter a litt'e ingo the Hiftory of our Trade with 
France for the laft'4o or 45 Years: And becaufe fome 
Period of Time is proper in all fuch Cafes to take a 
Rife from, it thall be placed at the Year 1660. If any 
think that Time is not fufficiently remote, they fhall be 


_ fairly followed,ler them go back as far as they pleafe. 


But the Hiftory of Trade will hardly admit a farther 
Retrofpect. The Wine-Trade neither was in it fel€ con- 
fiderable, or the Cuftoms laid on Wine and Brandy of 


any great Value ; looking farther back therefore, will . 


fill be more’to the’ Advantage of the prefent Argument. 

The firft View into-this Antiquity of Trade fhall be 
on the French fide,by, which two things will be done,that 
may anfwer very well tlie prefent: Expectation: When 
the Englith fide appears on the other Sa it_may be 
very furprifing to fome People,who have taken thefe 
Stns in the grofs, without fooking into the. Parti- 
CularSs 


About the Year 1660. the general Book of Rates was | 


made in England, according to an Act of Parliament, 
whereby a Subfidy of Tonnage was laid on Wine and 
Brandies, and a Subfidy of Poundage after the Rate of 


5/. per Cent. wpon all Goods and Merchandizes imported] 


In Imitation of this, in the Year 1664. the French 
made a genera}-Tariff or Book of Rates, wherein they 
followed us in Rating all Goods. and Merchandizes at 2 
Tax of about 51. per Cents ad Valorem, except that, for 
the Encouragement of their own People to improve in Trade 
and Manuf atures, all the Manufactures of Silk, Gold, 
Silver, Hair, Thread, and WOOL, were Rated at 10 


per Cent. according to their Value. This Tariff was 


efteemed by all the Nations in thefe parts of Exrope ta 
be very eafy, and not the leaft Interruption to’ their 
Trade with France. 
That thé Reader may fee at once what was — upon 
what has 
been laid on in France fince that time, the following 
Table is plac’d here, as what there will be occafion of- 
ten to mention and refer to, and withal that it may be 
feen by it what the Rate,which the French now demand 
amounts to,more than the Duties paid fo many Years 
ayo. What other Ufes will be made of this Table. in 
the reft of the Debate, will be feen in its Order. The 
Whale-bone, Fins, and Oyl, might have been omitted 
here, becaufe we have no fhare of that Trade: But as it 
may be ufeful for Information of fome People, the 
whole is inferted. | 


A Gomparifon of the Duties payable on the four Speries ex- | 


cepted ont of the Rule of the Tariff of 1664, with what 
they are now liable to by feveral fubfequent Tariffs, and 
how they will ffand charged by the Buriff of 1699. 
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| 1664 1665 » 1667 | 1687 | 1701 1699 | 
Whale-bene cut and pre- Biv: fol.iv. folfliv. fol-liv. fol.liv. foljliv. fol. 
rd, 1 C. weight 2 10 Is Oo 9 Oo 
Whale Fins, 3 C. wt, 3 0 30 Oo 20 oO 
rain Oyl, 5 C. & 20k. wt.) 3 0 12 0 7 10 
Broad Cloth, 25 Elis | 40 0 80 0 |120 of} prhb. | ss o 
Ratins 25 Ells pay asCloth' 
Serges 13 to 15 bills 10 0 1s ©] 24 © | prhb. 
Sugar ne . in _ , 
or otherwife, and Su- ; ‘ 
r-Candy White “t - S225 fy As 
rown, 1 C. wt. 
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The next Paper fhall enter upon proper Explications 
of this Table, and then proceed to the Matters of Fa& 
on the other part of the Trade ; viz. from England to 
France, , 
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